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That’s a powerful video. When I stop and think about the countless millions of believers around the world who literally risk everything to follow Jesus.

Like the Muslim girl who had to give up mother, father, brother and sister to follow Jesus. She gave up security, her education, her friends and fortune to seek the kingdom of God and His righteousness.

If you would please open your Bibles to Luke chapter 14, and we will be picking up in verse 25. Luke 14:25.

Remember we are in a sermon series called true discipleship. Last week we looked at part 1 of “The Cost of Discipleship.”

The gospels record at least three separate occasions where Jesus calls us, His disciples to pick up our cross and follow him.

When Jesus said pick up your cross, those around him that day understood the cross was a symbol of execution, death, torture and shame. 

To say pick up your cross would be like someone saying today—pick up your gas chamber.

Think about this. From AD 33, when Christ died on the cross, to 1900 there were an estimated 14 Million martyred. 

14 million Christians died simply because they were Christians.

During the 20th century alone there were an estimated 26 million martyrs. 

The current estimated rate of martyrdom is 159,000 per year - down from 330,000 per year during the cold war. 

As the Christian Church grows there are more Christians to kill, and more reasons on the part of persecutors to do so. 

Ironically the church is growing the fastest in areas where it is persecuted most.

Here in Luke we find one of these events where Jesus is calling us to pick up our cross and follow Him. 

Luke 14:25-27 “Now great crowds accompanied him, and he turned and said to them, 

Jesus turns to the crowds of people following Him. Some came for the teaching. Some were there for a blessing, a healing.

Others came out of curiosity. What was He going to do next?
Would they get to see a miracle?

Just a few came to truly seek Him.

Note that Jesus goes on to say in verse 26: “If anyone comes to me…”

Anyone! Jesus is not just making this condition for the few, the proud the super disciples! 

No! Anyone who want to follow Jesus must do this.

26  “If anyone comes to me and does not hate his own father and mother and wife and children and brothers and sisters, yes, and even his own life, he cannot be my disciple. 

Again, this is hyperbole. You are called to love, even your enemies. 

But your love for Christ should be so much more than your love for anyone else that by comparison it would seem like you hate them.

In other words, Jesus and your relationship with Him has to take first place over and above all other relationships, your spouse, your parents, and even you children.

When you go out on a date and that young man might say to you, honey if you love me you will do this for me. A man has needs.

Ladies, if he says that you need to cut him loose! You might think you love him. You fear might be if you don’t do this he will leave you. 

But let me tell I would rather experience and feel the true love that God the Father has for you then to let someone use you to meet their selfish demands.

You might be afraid to tell people at school, at work, or even in your own family that you are a Christian. 

Jesus says in Matthew 10:32-33: “…everyone who acknowledges me before men, I also will acknowledge before my Father who is in heaven, 33  but whoever denies me before men, I also will deny before my Father who is in heaven.

Jesus has to be first above and over every other relationship. It is better to lose a few friends because of your faith than to lose the blessings that come from obedience to God.

And Jesus says by comparison to your love for Him you must and even [hate you] own life.

We live in a world where we have bought into a belief that we have the right to be happy.

God wants me happy, so if the marriage I am in doesn’t make me happy any more I have the right to walk away and find happiness with someone else.

God wants me happy so I can live with someone without being married because they make me happy.

God wants people happy so why shouldn’t we allow same sex marriages.

Friends let me put this as nicely as I can. 

Jesus didn’t die on the cross so you can be happy!

Jesus did not suffer and die in your place so you can call what is sin good, and live contrary to God’s clear teaching!

Christ died to save you from you sins and to make you holy. 

The truth is, real joy, lasting joy will only come when you are fully following and obedient to God.

Chasing after happiness is like the addict chasing after the next fix. You will always want more. You will always want the next new thing.

God wants you holy and full of true lasting joy. And God wants you know that your life mattes. 

God has a greater purpose for your life than being happy for the moment. God wants to use you to lead others to Him. Your life has eternal purpose.

Look at what Jesus goes on to say in verse 27 of Luke 14: 

27 Whoever does not bear his own cross and come after me cannot be my disciple. 

Take up your cross Jesus commands. Take up your cross die to self and follow after Jesus.

If you don’t than you cannot be a disciple of Christ. Jesus puts it as simple and straight forward as that.

Jesus says in John 14:23 “If anyone loves me, he will keep my word, and my Father will love him, and we will come to him and make our home with him. 24 Whoever does not love me does not keep my words…”

Jesus calls us to deny ourselves and follow Him completely, wholeheartedly, and without reservation.

If you skip down to Luke 14:33 Jesus adds this: “…therefore, any one of you who does not renounce all that he has cannot be my disciple.”

For the disciple of Christ Jesus has to be first, above and beyond everything and everyone else. 

We have to love God more than any other relationship we have.

We have to love God even more than we love ourselves. It’s not about me, it’s all about God. It’s not about my “happiness” it’s about His Holiness, His righteousness.

And He has to be above every goal and ambitions we have in this life.

He has to be above and before career choice. He has to be included in your budget and your savings plan. 

He has to have first place on your calendar and your daily to-do list.

If God calls me to sell a house and move to some town called Ashland OH than we move.

If he calls your daughter to serve in a difficult place in Cleveland, then send her with your blessings…and your prayers.

If you God wants you to go with the youth this summer on a mission trip but it means you might not get to play ball then go!

I saw a news article about a year ago about a school district in the Toledo area. They were building a new elementary school.

Things were going along fine and the school was nearing completion when a neighbor registered a complaint and took the school board to court.

The architect had included some decorative brick work between the exterior windows. 

The complaint was that they looked like crosses and the neighbor was offended and so he wanted them removed.

At the hearing the architect explained that the brick work represented plus signs not crosses.

The end result was that they were removes and something else was put up in their place.

My point in sharing this is that too many Christians today see the cross as nothing more than a plus sign.

They want to add Jesus to their lives. They don’t want to submit their lives to Christ.

The cross is more about sin management then freedom from sin.

Sure I want my sins forgiven but I certainly don’t want any punishment. But I really don’t want to give up my sin either!

I want to avoid any consequences for my actions but at the end of the day I want to do what I want when I want to do it.

And boy it would sure be nice if I could get Jesus to bless me and my family too! I sure could use a new car Lord.

Look back in Luke again, Luke chapter 14.

Luke 14:34 “Salt is good, but if salt has lost its taste, how shall its saltiness be restored? 35 It is of no use either for the soil or for the manure pile. It is thrown away. He who has ears to hear, let him hear.” 

Research says that some 46 percent of Americans claim to be born again. 

However, only 13 percent of those professing Christians showed and real behavioral and attitudinal differences compared with the general population. 

It is estimates that only 5 percent of “Christian” adults — and less than 10 percent of churched youth — possess a biblical worldview. 

Let me put it this way:
1. Only 13 out of 100 Christians in the US are actually living a different life than unbelievers!

2. Only 15 out of 100 Christians (both youth and adults) know what the Bible teaches concerning “right & wrong,” i.e., “they have a Christian world view.”  Thus, the other 85% have more in common with Hollywood than the cross of Jesus!

According to author Dallas Willard, “Non-discipleship is the elephant in the church.”

The cost of discipleship is the cross. I must deny myself and make Christ my everything.

The cost of failure to make disciples is devastating, to those in the church and those outside looking in.

Apart from the disciple making process we do not experience abundant transformational life Christ offer those who abide, remain, in Him.

We don’t experience the true transformational work for of the Holy Spirit and the renewing of our minds.

To put it simply the Christian who believes in Christ but never becomes a full committed disciple of Christ doesn’t experience the fullness of Christ working in them.

And without that divine work the believer ends up looking very much like the person who does not know Christ.

[bookmark: _GoBack]It short, it costs exactly that—the abundant life Jesus said he came to bring you.

Without this life flowing power of Christ you have no saltiness. 

Non-discipleship costs us abundant joy, meaningful work, the knowledge that our lives matter, and the blessing of building up and mentoring the next generation of disciples. 
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